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Le Bulletin  
2nd Quarter Newsletter 

 

 

Le Français at Columbia Independent School 

Second Quarter is underway and French students are actively 

participating and enthusiastically learning in every class. 

2nd Grade has reviewed fruits, colors, shapes, calendar vocabulary, 

including the days and the months.  We are now learning seasonal vocabulary 

such as acorn, pumpkin, rake, leaf, tree, spider, scarecrow, corn, turkey, etc.  

They will make little booklets on autumn vocabulary and we play a flyswatter 

game with the vocabulary. 
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3rd Grade  has been learning about actions and sports, likes and 

dislikes, and food and drinks.  They have learned the calendar in detail, 

including the days of the week, the months of the year, the seasons, how to tell 

when their birthday is,  and how to tell today’s date.  We will learn  weather, 

but not in as much detail as they will learn it in 4th Grade. After weather, we 

will learn how to tell time. 

4th Grade has learned about likes and dislikes with food and sports.  

They learned how to form sentences, which means they learned pronouns in 

French and how to change the verb endings based on who was subject.  They 

can ask and answer questions about what they do or don’t do and what they 

like and don’t like, and can talk about each other.   They have started 

deepening their knowledge of weather expressions and learned to tell the 

temperature.  They will use weather expressions along with sports, for 

example swimming when it is hot, skiing when it is snowing, horseback riding 

when it is nice out, playing chess when it is raining.  We will also do some 

cultural activities this quarter related to Halloween, Remembrance Day, 

Thanksgiving, and finally Christmas. 

5th Grade has reviewed classroom objects, weather expressions, 

numbers, the calendar, and finished numbers to 100.  (There are many new 

students in this class, so I stopped at 100).  They learned school subjects and 

whether they are masculine or feminine.  They have reviewed how to tell time, 

and now can describe their school schedule or another student’s schedule and 

tell when a student has which class.  They have learned to conjugate the verb 

“avoir” which is a very common verb in French.  The level of detail and the 

attention to grammatical concepts is also covered when learning the material 

in 5th grade, as a preparation for Middle School. 
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汉语简报 第二期 
Mandarin Chinese Newsletter 

Third Grade  三年级 

− My Family 

− Body Parts 

− Season & Weather 

− Chinese Character Writing 

− Chinese Poetry 
Students will be able to introduce 
their family members and describe 
the weather in Mandarin, as well as 
point out the body parts when they 
hear the corresponding Chinese 
words. 

Fifth Grade 五年级 

− My Family 

− Body Parts 

− Season & Weather 

− Chinese Character Writing 

− Chinese Poetry 
 Students will be able to introduce their family members 
and describe the weather in Mandarin, as well as point 
out the body parts when they hear the corresponding 
Chinese words. They can also build and write Chinese 
sentences about family, body parts and weather. 
 

Scale Key for the Progress Report 

1+: Consistently demonstrates                     

independently (1+) 

1: Consistently demonstrates     

independently (1) 

1-: Consistently demonstrates 

independently (1-) 

2+: Making expected progress (2+) 

2: Making expected progress (2) 

2-: Making expected progress (2-) 

3: Area of focus or concern (3) 

NA: Not yet assessed (NA) 

 

Fourth Grade 四年级 

− My Family 

− Body Parts 

− Season & Weather 

− Chinese Character Writing 

− Chinese Poetry 
 Students will be able to introduce their family 
members and describe the weather in Mandarin, 
as well as point out the body parts when they hear 
the corresponding Chinese words. They can also 
write Chinese characters about family, body parts 
and weather. 
 
 



LS Art  
Second Quarter Newsletter 

 

JK 
We will continue studying routines and 
materials in the art room!  Great work, 

youngest artists! 

 Benny, 2016 
 

Kindergarten 
Unit 1   Fall and Winter Landscapes 

Unit 2   What Makes a Print?                                

 Mary, 2016 
Unit 3   Ceramic Pinch Pots   

 

First Grade 
Unit 1   Fall Landscape  

                           
 Sam, 2017 

Unit 2   Winter Wonderland Mini 
Masterpieces 

Unit 3   Fall Fossils 

 
Second Grade 

Unit 1  “It’s a Piece of Cake!”  
(Wayne Thiebaud) 

Evelyn, 2016 
Unit 2   Metal Relief Owls 

Unit 3   Ceramic Birds and Bowls 
 
 

 
 

Third Grade 
Unit 1   “Starry Night” (Van Gogh) Diorama 

   
Maeve, 2016 

Unit 2  Lighted Winter Cottages 
Unit 3   Balloons and Destinations 

Tessellation Drawings 
 
 

Fourth Grade 
Unit 1   Ring of Friends Sculptures 

Unit 2   Decorative Ceramic Snowflakes 
Unit 3   Grandma Moses Paintings 

                              

 Chrissy, 2017 

 
Fifth Grade 

Unit 1    
Unit 1  Birch Forest Paintings (Gustav 

Klimt) 

 
Molly, 2016 

Unit 2   Ceramic Face Pot (cont.) 
Unit 3   Ceramic Chess Pieces and Figurines 

(’19 Gala Art Project) 
 

Please visit Stone Hall and 
other classroom hallways to 
view other GREAT artwork!!! 

 
 

Please contact me with questions or 
concerns: 

tassij@cislions.org or 573-999-7085 

mailto:tassij@cislions.org


 

 

El Boletín de Español 
Spanish Newsletter 

SPANISH     SECOND QUARTER    2019-2020  

 

The FIRST GRADE class will start the second quarter by 
continuing learning about the calendar and the seasons. 
They will learn and practice describing the weather 
patterns. Lastly, they learn the names of fruits they like. 
 
The SECOND GRADE class will review and learn more 
about the days, the months, the seasons, the alphabet, 
and popular fruits and vegetables. They will learn and 
practice telling the date and describing the weather. Lastly, 
they will learn and practice expressing their likes and 
dislikes. 
  
The THIRD GRADE class will review, learn more, and 
practice identifying and naming the days, the months, the 
seasons, the alphabet, telling dates, and telling time. They 
will practice asking and answering short questions related 
to the calendar, the weather, and the clock. The class will 
write phrases or short sentences to describe a given day. 
They will practice spelling short Spanish words.  
 

EL DIA DE LOS MUERTOS 
The Day of The Dead 

 
The celebration of El Día de Los Muertos originated centuries 
ago in México and Central America; it is a blend of pre-
Hispanic indigenous and Spanish Catholic beliefs.  El Día de 
Los Muertos is celebrated on the first and second day of 
November of each year.  The celebration of El Día de Los 
Muertos coincides with the Catholic holidays of All Saints’ Day 
(November 1st.) and All Souls’ Day (November 2nd.) 
 
The celebration of El Día de Los Muertos takes place in both 
public and private residences, but mostly in homes and 
graveyards. El Día de Los Muertos is a loving ritual, full of joy 
and remembrance. It is a time to honor and celebrate the lives 
of loved ones who have passed away, much like Memorial Day 
in the United States. 

 
The FOURTH GRADE class will start the quarter by reviewing and expanding their knowledge of the calendar and telling 
dates. They will continue with a review of the clock and telling time; they will review and learn to tell time by adding or 
subtracting minutes. They will also learn to describe clothing according to the weather and the seasons. They will review 
their knowledge of clothing and learn to talk about the cost of an object such as clothing. 
  
The FIFTH GRADE class will start the quarter by reviewing and expanding their knowledge on the calendar, telling dates, 
reading, asking, and answering questions about their weekly schedule. The class will review and expand their knowledge 
on the clock and telling time by adding or subtracting minutes. Additionally, they will learn t t the 24-hour clock that is 
commonly used in several Spanish-speaking countries. They will also learn to describe articles of clothing.  

 



Hager Science Happenings 
2nd Quarter Newsletter 

2019 - 20 
 
4th Grade – Ecosystems 
Students will be immersed in the concept of what an ecosystem is, making 
connections between the living and non-living components.  Initially, soda bottle 
eco-columns are constructed by the students containing both terraria and aquaria 
sections.  These set-ups show the connectivity between the water and land realms in 
an ecosystem.  Students study organisms such as aquatic elodea and Java moss 
plants in the aquaria as well as observe rye grass growth in the terraria.  As the unit 
progresses the students conduct pollution experiments using salt solution 
(mimicking road salt), vinegar solution (mimicking acid rain) and plant fertilizer 
solution to demonstrate how pollutants that start on land ecosystems eventually 
end up in water ecosystems.  The Chesapeake Bay ecosystem is used as a case study 
on how human impacts have affected this region of the United States.   
 

 

 
 
 

5th Grade: Motion and Design 
Students use K’Nex pieces to design and construct vehicles meeting certain instructions 

and parameters.  Terms such as aerodynamic and drag are applied to the vehicles so the 

students can get a more hands-on approach to what these concepts mean and how they 

relate to cars.  Data collection techniques are used when testing the cars and these 

techniques relate to the methods used during the Variables unit to start the school year.  A 

capstone project is building cars using a cost analysis where every piece has a separate 

pricing and the car has to meet certain budget and performance standards.   

 

 

 



 

Mandarin Second  Quarter  NEWSLETTER 汉语课 

This first quarter we have gotten into the groove of our classroom routine while focusing on building 
descriptive vocabulary. We explored some of the customs and holidays focusing on the Mid-Autumn or Moon 
Festival. Students learned the story behind the celebration and even sampled a Moon Cake. We will continue 
to explore and expand second quarter as we work hone in on listening comprehension and expressing 
ourselves in Mandarin. Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you would like to talk further! Jess Lewis (露老师 
Lù lǎoshī) lewisj@cislions.org 

Junior Kindergarten  Kindergarten  First Grade  Second Grade 

We explore the world 
around us through 
language using songs 
and stories. 

We are learning to say 
what we see, to describe, 
count, and name people 
and things around us. 

We are working to talk 
describe, compare, 
and explore the world 
around us  

We are practicing how to 
put words to our thoughts 
orally, and are beginning to 
explore Mandarin  in written 
form. 

Greetings  
Numbers 
Colors 
 

Numbers  
Colors  
Body parts 

Writing Numbers 
You, Me, S/he  
Shapes & Sizes 
Body Parts  

Phonetic Alphabet  
Date and Calendars 
Shapes & Sizes 
Body Parts/Facial Features 

Here are some YouTube resources you and your student might like to explore outside of the classroom: 

Basho and friends 汉语 Catchy and repetitive songs and raps that the students really enjoy. 

Chou Meizai Short introductions to Chinese characters, their stories, pronunciation and stroke order. 

Hello China (GBTimes) Chinese history, geography, culture, and customs paired with characters. 

乐乐 Elmo  10 minute Mandarin immersion videos starring Elmo - great for practicing tones! 

Miss Panda  Watch this with your student to practice colors and animal names.  

Also, here’s how to find shows with Chinese audio on Netflix (there are LOADS of them!). Your 
student might have fun hearing familiar sounds and picking out a word or two:  

1. Click on an adult’s profile icon, then go into “Account” (you can only do this in an adult account) 
Scroll to the very bottom of the page until you see “Audio & Subtitles” this will take you to the “Audio 
& Subtitles” Page 

2. Then open the “Subtitles” drop down menu and select “Audio.”  

3. Then in the next menu, select “Mandarin. 

 Around town, keep an eye out for events and activities sponsored by The Confucius Institute, 
they have activities every couple of months and also offer free adult classes on Wednesday 

evenings at MU! 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=basho+and+friends+mandarin
https://m.youtube.com/user/choumeizai/videos
https://gbtimes.com/tag/Hello%20China%20video%20series
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QerlKVfczG4&list=SP8TioFHubWFvJ3ijWovmCYes-jKfgPqnn
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sb0X1QGTqbs
https://confucius.missouri.edu/


 

2nd Quarter Lower School Science NEWSLETTER  
“The most beautiful thing we can experience is 
the mysterious. It is the source of all true art and 
science.” ~ Albert Einstein 

We enter the second quarter ready to hit the ground 

running! This past quarter we worked on practicing how 

scientists behave in the classroom, getting to know some 

of the materials we use to conduct experiments, and 

developing a foundation of scientific vocabulary. This 

week we begin our exploration of the questions below. 

Throughout the quarter we will continue to nurture 

curiosity, encourage inquiry, and utilize the scientific 

method to explore and better understand the world 

around us. 

Ian J McDonald of the Nanomagnetism Group won the Judge's Choice in the "Magnetism as Art" Showcase. His image (above right), 

entitled "Flux", shows the complex magnetic domain pattern of a new alloy synthesized in the Nanomagnetism lab that resembles an 

electrically charged landscape. The image was taken using Magnetic Force Microscopy, a technique that allows for imaging of 

magnetic domain structures. 

 

Junior Kindergarten  Kindergarten  First Grade 

What does it mean to be a 
Scientist? How do you test 
Predictions? How do weather and 
the seasons affect living things? 
What instruments are used to 
measure wind? How do 
thermometers work? What is heating 
and cooling? 

What is a living thing? What is a 
nonliving thing? What are the 
characteristics of mammals? Birds? 
Reptiles? Amphibians? Fish? Plants? 
Invertebrates? 

What are the different 
features of weather? What 
causes weather to change? 
How do we use tools to 
observe and measure 
weather? 
 

Second Grade  Third Grade 

What is the importance and 
purpose of the digestive system? 
What are the organs of the digestive 
system and their roles in digestion? 
How does food move through the 
digestive system? How do we care 
for the digestive system? 

How is sound produced? What is 
volume? What is pitch? How does 
length, tension, or 
thickness of string affect sound? 
How does the 
human ear work? 
 
 

 

1 

 



 

 

 

2 

 



 

 

  

Lions’ Library News 2nd Quarter ~  Fall 2019  
 

Looking for 
quality 
articles for 
research? 

Log in to our 
school 

subscription to 
World Book at: 

lorem 

 JUNIOR 
KINDERGARTEN 
We are continuing to read 
nominees for the Missouri 
Building Block Picture Book 
Award. Although we don’t 
check out books during library 
time, students are welcome to 
do so before or after school. 

 KINDERGARTEN 
We are still having fun 
reading the 2019 nominees 
for the Missouri Building 
Block Picture Book Award. 
Students will vote for their 
favorite nominee in 
December. Results will be 
announced next year. 

 1st GRADE 
First-graders are enjoying 
picture books that have won 
the Caldecott Medal. In 
December, we will begin 
reading nominees for the 
2019-20 Show Me Readers 
Award. To find out more, visit 
http://www.maslonline.org. 

 

2nd GRADE 

Second-graders are wrapping 
up a Patricia Polacco author 
study. Next we will explore 
how books are organized in  
the library and start reading 
the 2019-20 Show Me Readers 
Award nominees. 

 
3rd GRADE 

Third-graders are using 
online resources to 
research famous 
Missourians. We will then 
learn more about finding 
books with the library 
catalog and read the Show 
Me Readers nominees. 

 4th GRADE 

Fourth-graders have been 
sharpening their research 
skills by learning how to 
evaluate websites and 
paraphrase properly to avoid 
plagiarism. Our next focus 
will be on nonfiction books 
and keyboarding. 

 

5th GRADE 

Fifth-graders have been 
blogging about the 2019-20 
Mark Twain Readers Award 
nominees and are practicing 
their keyboarding skills with 
Type to Learn. Up next is a 
unit on smart research 
strategies. 

www.worldbook
online.com/

Login ID: cisk123 
Password: lions 



Lower School Music 

Newsletter: 2nd Quarter 

 

JK and Kindergarten  

● Steady 

beat through 

movement, song 

and 

instruments 

● Using 

our singing 

voices  

● Echoing simple melodies and 

rhythms 

● High and low, loud and soft 

● Dramatizing stories, music and 

poetry with movement, 

instruments and song 

 

1st grade 
● Mastering 

rhythmic notation: 
quarter notes, eighth 
notes, and rests 

● Working on 
seasonal songs for fall 
and winter 

● Composing 
using simple solfege: 

sol and mi 
● Classroom instrument 

technique and identification 

 

 

2nd grade 
● Mastering rhythmic notation: 

quarter notes, rests, half notes and 
eighth notes 

● Composing using simple solfege: 
sol and mi and la 

● Simple 
movement creation  

● Partner and 
whole group dance and 
song games  

● Winter music 
program preparation! 

 
3rd grade 

● Orff instruments 
● Learning and 

composing using solfege: 
sol, mi, la and do 

● Simple rhythm composition: 
quarter notes, eighth notes and 
rests 

● Movement creation 
● Winter music program 

preparation! 
 
4th grade 

● Orff 
instruments: 
melodies and 

simple ostinatos 
● Recorder- G, A, and B 
● Movement creation and 

exploration 



● Dramatizing song and poetry 
with music and dance 

● KidStix Drum Program 
● Treble Clef Note Introduction 

 
 

5th grade 
● Orff 

instruments: 
melodies, simple 
ostinatos and 
color parts 

● Movement creation  
● Rhythmic composition: 4 

and 8 beat patterns 
● Rhythmic  and melodic 

improvisation 
● Rhythmic Dictation 
● Treble Clef Note 

Identification 
● Recorder review-G, A, B, C 
● KidStix Drum Review  



 
Coach Robinson’s PE Plan 

 

It has been a wonderful start to the school year and I am 

enjoying getting to know your child better. I love the hard work 

and growth I have already seen in my little lions so far this 

year!  

 

*I would like to thank you for dressing your child appropriately 

for P.E., making sure they have jackets for cooler days and their 

athletic shoes.   

 

Our daily routine 

Each class we start with a fun and active warm-up game to get our 

hearts pumping and moving right away. We follow our warm up with 

new skill instructions, and practice the specific skill in a 

game.  

Skills that will be introduced in 2nd Quarter will be:  

 

JK: Parachute games and Rhythm & Dance 

 

Kindergarten: Focus on Sportsmanship, Parachute games, and Rhythm 

& Dance 

 

First Grade: Focus on Sportsmanship, Parachute games, and Rhythm 

& Dance 

 



Second Grade: Focus on Sportsmanship, Parachute games, and Rhythm 

& Dance 
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