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2019-2020 Technology Information Letter 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
Several years ago CIS established a Bring Your Own Device Program (BYOD) for all students in 
grades 7 through 12. The purpose of this policy was to honor the fact that many students used 
personally owned devices during the school day, while also transferring the responsibility of 
maintenance, security, and self-monitoring to the student. In order to scaffold the process of 
transitioning access to a computer during the school day, our technology plan requires that all 
students rent or buy school-supplied Chromebooks in sixth grade. The school and our technology 
support partner, Infinitech, monitor the Chromebooks and restrictions are placed on the devices 
regarding the ability to download and/or install content. Additional information regarding both the 
BYOD program and the rent or purchase options for the sixth grade Chromebooks can be found 
below.  
 
NOTE: Sixth Grade Parents: A link for choosing your Chromebook plan for the year can be found 
here: https://form.jotform.com/92053569977170	
 
6th  Grade Chromebook Program 
The annual fee for renting the Chromebooks is $100 and includes technical support provided by both 
our technology partner and Dell support as well as web filtering through our web filtering provider, 
Securly. The specifications are: 
 
Dell Inspiron Chromebook 11i - 3181 
 
3-Cell Battery, 42 Whr (Integrated) 
11.6" HD 1366 x 768 Anti-glare LED Backlight Non-Touch Display 
Intel Celeron N3060 Processor with 4GB Memory, 16GB eMMC 
LCD Cover, Non-Touch (Black) 
65 Watt AC Adaptor, USA 
Partner Operations Support 
1 Year Mail In Service 
 
For families who wish to purchase the Chromebook, they may choose to do so at cost ($215). 
Families purchasing the Chromebook must agree that the device be school-managed during the 
duration of the 2019-2020 school year. In late May, all family-purchased devices will be removed 
from the school management and web-filtering services. Rented devices will be returned during the 
final week of the school year. 
 
PLEASE YOUR PREFERRED OPTION (Rent or Purchase) AND PAYMENT DETAILS. 
YOU CAN ALSO CLICK ON THE LINK BELOW. 
 
https://form.jotform.com/92053569977170	
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7th -12th Grades BYOD Program 
The following are recommendations for the Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) program, including 
descriptions by device category and estimated costs.  These devices are purchased at the discretion 
of families. Note: student phones are not an option for the BYOD program as they are unable to 
support some of the functions required for classes. 
 
Chromebooks: $200 to $300 
CIS is a Google Apps for Education school and Chomrebooks integrate well with this platform. They 
are reasonably priced, easily configured, have a long battery life, and documents are synchronized 
with student school Google accounts. 
  
Windows-based Laptops: $400 - $900.   
It is recommended that laptops are lightweight with screens in the 13” – 14” range for maximum 
portability. Battery life should be a minimum of 5 hours. Most major manufacturers make laptops 
designed for durability, and several offer devices with an aluminum chassis. Large gaming laptops 
are not recommended due to size and power requirements.    
 
Apple Laptops: $800 - $1,500+ 
Apple makes a variety of lightweight, powerful, and durable laptops (Macbooks); however, the cost 
may be higher than a comparable Windows-based machine. 
 
Tablets: $400 - $1,200+ 
A variety of manufacturers make tablets that are lightweight and easily portable (the Apple iPad and 
Microsoft Surface are two of the most popular). If purchasing a tablet, it is required that students 
purchase a device that supports flash-based media, as some instructional materials are flash-based. 
Additionally, it is highly recommended that you purchase a case with an integrated keyboard as 
inputting text via the touchscreen is cumbersome, especially for longer writing assignment. 
 
*Content Filtering 
CIS utilizes Securly- http://www.securly.com for web content filter. All devices on the student Wi-Fi 
network access the internet through the filter.  Note: content is filtered for BYOD devices only while 
accessing the internet on the CIS campus; sixth grade Chromebooks are preconfigured to connect to 
the web filter wherever they access the internet, including off-campus. 
 
Over the past year, CIS has invested in upgrading our network hardware and increased the 
bandwidth of our internet connection to provide students with secure and stable internet access. We 
continue to work with our technology support provider to ensure a high-quality and safe technology 
experience for students. 
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