
 

8th Grade Summer Reading 2019

 

Happy summer, rising eighth-graders!  
 

No summer would be complete without the eagerly awaited CIS summer reading 
assignment!  This summer, in addition to resting and dreaming, please read the 
following two works in preparation for next year.  Respond to the prompts that follow, 
and bring your typed, printed responses to class on the first day.  
 
Have a wonderful break.  I look forward to our future adventures!  
 
Warm Regards, 
Ms. Montgomery 
montgomeryl@cislions.org 

 

1. Unbroken, by Laura Hillenbrand 

1.  What are Zamperini’s ostensible flaws 

as a young man?  How do those flaws 

become strengths during his later trials ?  

2.  What is the key to Zamperini’s 

survival?  What essential practices and 

character traits make his survival 

possible?  

 

 

2.  The Iliad, a graphic version by 

Gareth Hinds  

After reading this beautiful graphic tale, 

retell the story from the point of view of 

Hector, Priam, Hecuba, or Aphrodite.  

 

               

 

 

 

 

                                     

 

 



Summer Reading Assignment:  Rubrics 

Flaws Turned Strengths  

The paragraph is in MLA format, complete with proper heading and title, and the 

paragraph is properly indented, seven sentences minimum, typed, double-spaced, 

free of mechanical errors, printed and turned in on first day of school.  

___ / 3 

The paragraph has a clear topic sentence / main idea. ___ / 2 

The paragraph offers specific examples from the text. ___ / 3 

The paragraph makes meaning of the examples, using them to generate a 

concluding insight. 

___ / 2 

 

Keys to Survival  

The paragraph is in MLA format, complete with proper heading and title, and the 

paragraph is properly indented, seven sentences minimum, typed, double-spaced, 

free of mechanical errors, printed and turned in on first day of school.  

___ / 3 

The paragraph has a clear topic sentence / main idea. ___ / 2 

The paragraph offers specific textual examples of character traits and practices that 

aid survival. 

___ / 3 

The paragraph makes meaning of the examples, using them to generate a 

concluding insight. 

___ / 2 

 

The Iliad, Re-told  

The story is in MLA format, complete with proper heading and title, typed, 

double-spaced, free of mechanical errors, consisting of 500-words or more, 

printed and turned in on first day of school.  

___ / 3 

The story seems authentic and accurate based on what The Iliad reveals about the 

character from whose point of view the story is re-told.  

___ / 4 

The story demonstrates a clear understanding of the plot of The Iliad and its 

impact on Troy.  

___ / 4 

The story offers a unique / imaginative perspective that adds texture and depth to 

the version told from the Greek point of view.  

___ / 4 

 

Total:  ___ / 35 


