
 
Summer 2019 

Dear Sophomores, 
 
I am excited to explore the world and write with you next year.  This summer, please read! 
 

1.  Maps Are Lines We Draw, by Allison Coffelt (127 pages) 

2. Chosen Text:   Choose one of the following (Mark in your books so that you can easily 
access quotes, and come prepared to write about evil, suffering and hope in the world): 

 
Option 1: The Lizard Cage, by Karen Connelly (424 pages).  Choose this novel if you love 
literature, politics, and art.  The novel is set in Burma / Myanmar, where a beloved singer is kept as a 
political prisoner in a corrupt prison run by abusive prison guards. Buddhist themes weave throughout 
the narrative, addressing  issues such as:  the power of words, suffering as a universal human 
experience, ways to transcend suffering, the effect perspective has on the “truth,” love as the great 
alchemizer, and art as a powerful vehicle for change. (Note:  It is imperative that you SKIP 
CHAPTERS 56 & 57, for these two chapters contain graphic content.)  
 
Option 2:  The Book Thief, by Markus Zusak (551 pages).  Choose this novel if you are a creative 
writer, for the writing is fresh, original, jarring and beautiful.  Zusak tells the story of the Holocaust from 
the perspective of Death, who is your narrator.  The story is a celebration of the power of words, an 
acknowledgement of the universal nature of suffering, and a subtle treatise on how to live in a dark 
world with a soul that is made lighter by acts of love and courage.  
 
Option 3: The Devil in the White City, by Erik Larson (390 pages).  Choose this work if you love 
historical non-fiction, page-turning plots, and sneak peeks into the criminal mind.  This book is 
about the notorious serial killer, H.H. Holmes, and the architect who designed the Chicago World’s 
Fair.  The noble architect’s story and the murderer’s escapades are woven together, held in a 
beautiful, balancing tension.  
 
Option 4:  Why Bad Things Happen to Good People, by Harold Kushner (162 pages).  Choose this 
work of non-fiction if you enjoy learning about theological perspectives.  The language is simple, 
accessible, and engaging.  This is a classic text written by a rabbi whose own son died at age 
fourteen. Kushner explores, from a Judeo-Christian perspective, suffering and what suffering suggests 
about the nature of the god in which he believes and the nature of being human.  In this book, we 
learn what NOT to say to someone devastated by loss, and we learn some strategies for making 
meaning out of our deepest pain.  
 
We will begin the year with these texts, so bring your book to class on the first day.   I can’t wait to 
begin our adventure!  
 
Ms. Montgomery 
montgomeryl@cislions.org  
573-268-7305  
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