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Kindergarten
greetings & farewells 
numbers 
shapes & colors
human body parts 
my family 
Chinese zodiac 

First Grade 
my family 
pets 
food and fruit
Chinese zodiac 
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El Boletín de Español El Boletín de Español
 C I S        SECOND QUARTER           2018 -  19  

 

The FIRST GRADE class will learn from the following units: 
the days, the months, the seasons, the weather, the 
alphabet, and fruits. They practice answering and asking 
questions related to the content of study; they will read and 
write using a combination of vocabulary words and phrases. 
 

The SECOND GRADE class will review and learn more 
about the days, the months, the seasons, the alphabet and 
the fruits and vegetables they like. They will practice telling 
the date and describing the weather. In addition practicing 
expressing their likes and dislikes. 
 
The THIRD GRADE class will review, learn more about the 
alphabet and spelling; the calendar (the days, the months, 
and telling dates); the seasons and the weather; telling time 
by adding minutes, as well as expressing likes and dislikes. 
The students will practice asking and answering short 
questions related to these subjects. In addition to writing 
and reading about the units of study using a combination of 
phrases and short sentences. 

 

The  FOURTH GRADE c lass  will review and expand their knowledge on the following units: the calendar and telling dates; telling 
time by adding and subtracting minutes; expressing likes and dislikes, and describing clothing according to the weather and the 
seasons.  The students will practice asking and answering short questions related to these subjects. In addition to writing and 
reading about the units of study using a combination of phrases and short sentences. 
 

The  FIFTH  GRADE c lass  will review and expand their knowledge on the following units: expressing likes and dislikes verbally and 
in writing; asking and answering questions about the calendar, telling dates, and their weekly schedule.  They will continue with a 
review of their knowledge of the clock and telling time by adding and subtracting minutes and learning to read the 24-hour clock. 
The students will read and write about the units of study using a combination of phrases and short sentences. 

 
El Día de los Muertos 
The Day of the Dead 

 
El Día de Los Muertos originated centuries 

ago in México and Central America.  This celebration 
is a blend of pre-Hispanic indigenous and Spanish 
Catholic beliefs.  El Día de Los Muertos is celebrated 
on November 1 and 2 of each year. This celebration 
coincides with the Catholic holidays of All Saints’ 
Day and All Souls’ Day.   

The celebration of El Día de Los Muertos 
takes place in both public and private places, but 
mostly in homes and graveyards.  El Día de Los 
Muertos is a loving ritual, full of joy and 
remembrance.  It is a time to honor and celebrate the 
lives of loved ones who have passed away, much like 
Memorial Day in the United States. 

 
To learn more about the The Day of the Dead go to:  

• Top 10 Things to Know About The Day of 
The Dead 

• Guatemala - Giant Kites 
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Le Bulletin  
2nd Quarter Newsletter

Le Français at Columbia Independent School 

Second Quarter is underway and the French students are actively 
participating in and enthusiastically learning in every class. 

1st Grade  I am enjoying my students, who are very energetic.  We 
have done greetings, how to tell how you are doing, how to say what 
your name is, and the numbers 1-20.   They have learned color and fruits.  
This quarter, they will learn classroom objects, body parts, the alphabet 
and farm and wild animals.   
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2nd Grade has reviewed fruits, colors, shapes, calendar vocabulary, 
including the days, months and seasons.  They are now learning family 
members and are soon going to learn classroom objects and learn the 
concept of masculine and feminine. 

3rd Grade  has been learning about actions and sports, likes and 
dislikes, and food and drinks.  They have made a picture dictionary of 
animals, which reviewed some they learned last year, and added more 
they learned this year.  They have learned the calendar in detail, including 
the days of the week, the months of the year, the seasons, how to tell 
when their birthday is, how to tell today’s date, and how to tell when 
dates are (for example, Halloween in October 31.  They have learned 
weather, but not in as much detail as they will learn it in 4th Grade. We 
will then learn how to tell time. 

4th Grade has learned about likes and dislikes with food and sports.  
They learned how to form sentences, which means they learned pronouns 
in French and how to change the verb endings based on who was subject.  
They can ask and answer questions about what they do or don’t do and 
what they like and don’t like, and can talk about each other.   They have 
started deepening their knowledge of weather expressions and learned 
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to tell the temperature.  They will use weather expressions along with 
sports, for example swimming when it is hot, skiing when it is snowing, 
horseback riding when it is nice out, playing chess when it is raining.  We 
will also do some cultural activities this quarter related to Halloween, 
Remembrance Day, Thanksgiving, and finally Christmas. 

5th Grade has reviewed classroom objects, weather expressions, 
numbers, the calendar, and are just finished large numbers (in the 
millions).  They learned school subjects and whether they are masculine or 
feminine.  They have reviewed how to tell time, and now can describe 
their school schedule or another student’s schedule and tell when a 
student has which class.  They have learned to conjugate the verb “avoir” 
which is a very common verb in French.  The level of detail and the 
attention to grammatical concepts is also covered when learning the 
material in 5th grade, as a preparation for Middle School. 



SCIENCE WITH MISS PARKS – GRADES JK - 3 

In third grade, the students are making a lot of noise! This quarter we are 
studying sound and the biology of our sense of hearing. Vibrations in the air 
cause sound and these vibrations can be produced in a multitude of ways! 
They will explore sound through the use of different materials and methods of 
making sound. 3rd grade scientists will also learn about the concepts of pitch, 
volume and frequency and discover how to manipulate materials to produce 
high sounds, low sounds, loud sounds and soft sounds. At the end of the unit, the 
students will demonstrate what they’ve learned about sound by constructing their 
very own musical instrument! Who knows? We might have a 3rd grade band 
forming soon! 

 
This quarter second grade scientists will travel through the digestive 
system.  Well, not really…! but they will learn the parts of the 
digestive system and how they all work together to break down the 
food we eat, absorb nutrients and eliminate waste.  Students will 
explore the path that food takes from the mouth all the way through 
each digestive organ, as well as the role that helper organs play in 
digestion. We will also learn the importance a healthy digestive system 
and how to best care for it.  

In first grade, the students are studying weather phenomena, instruments, 
patterns, and changes. We are keeping a record of the weather each day on 
a calendar, as we notice the change in seasons. The first graders will learn to 
use important weather tools, such as thermometers and rain gauges. We will 
study different types of weather and what causes certain weather events like 
storms, blizzards, wind, tornadoes, tsunamis, and hurricanes. Weather is 
something that affects us every day of our lives, and the students are already 
enjoying our daily observations and discussions.  

 In the second quarter, kindergarten students will study Living Things. 
This unit will tap into young children’s natural curiosity about animals and 
plants. The students will look at how animals and plants are alike and 
different and to think about themselves as living things, too. They will 
observe various species, discover each organism’s specific needs, and 
begin to develop sensitivity toward living things. Through this unit, 
kindergarteners will become more aware of the diversity of life.  

Junior Kindergarten – The JK science curriculum extends from the 
planned themes and interests of the JK classroom.  Our youngest 
scientists are learning what it means to be a scientist and to observe 
and communicate as they explore a variety of concepts. 



Hager	Science	Happenings	
2nd	Quarter	Newsletter	

2018	-	19	
	
4th	Grade	–	Ecosystems	
Students	will	be	immersed	in	the	concept	of	what	an	ecosystem	is,	making	
connections	between	the	living	and	non-living	components.		Initially,	soda	bottle	
eco-columns	are	constructed	by	the	students	containing	both	terraria	and	aquaria	
sections.		These	set-ups	show	the	connectivity	between	the	water	and	land	realms	in	
an	ecosystem.		Students	study	organisms	such	as	aquatic	elodea	and	Java	moss	
plants	in	the	aquaria	as	well	as	observe	rye	grass	growth	in	the	terraria.		As	the	unit	
progresses	the	students	conduct	pollution	experiments	using	salt	solution	
(mimicking	road	salt),	vinegar	solution	(mimicking	acid	rain)	and	plant	fertilizer	
solution	to	demonstrate	how	pollutants	that	start	on	land	ecosystems	eventually	
end	up	in	water	ecosystems.		The	Chesapeake	Bay	ecosystem	is	used	as	a	case	study	
on	how	human	impacts	have	affected	this	region	of	the	United	States.		 
	

 
	
	
	

5th	Grade:	Motion	and	Design	
Students use K’Nex pieces to design and construct vehicles meeting certain instructions 
and parameters.  Terms such as aerodynamic and drag are applied to the vehicles so the 
students can get a more hands-on approach to what these concepts mean and how they 
relate to cars.  Data collection techniques are used when testing the cars and these 
techniques relate to the methods used during the Variables unit to start the school year.  A 
capstone project is building cars using a cost analysis where every piece has a separate 
pricing and the car has to meet certain budget and performance standards.   
 

 
	



	



 

 

  

Lions’ Library News 2nd Quarter ~  Fall 2018  
 

Looking for 
quality 
articles for 
research? 

Log in to our 
school 

subscription to 
World Book at: 

lorem 

 JUNIOR 
KINDERGARTEN
We are continuing to read 
nominees for the Missouri 
Building Block Picture Book 
Award. Although we don’t 
check out books during library 
time, students are welcome to 
do so before or after school. 

KINDERGARTEN 
We are still having fun 
reading the 2018 nominees 
for the Missouri Building 
Block Picture Book Award. 
Students will vote for their 
favorite nominee in 
December. Results will be 
announced next year. 

1st GRADE 
First-graders are enjoying 
picture books that have won 
the Caldecott Medal. In 
December, we will begin 
reading nominees for the 
2018-19 Show Me Readers 
Award. To find out more, visit 
http://www.maslonline.org. 

2nd GRADE 

Second-graders are wrapping 
up a Patricia Polacco author 
study. Next we will explore 
how books are organized in  
the library and start reading 
the 2018-19 Show Me Readers 
Award nominees. 

3rd GRADE 
Third-graders are using 
online resources to 
research famous 
Missourians. We will then 
learn more about finding 
books with the library 
catalog and read the Show 
Me Readers nominees. 

 4th GRADE 

Fourth-graders have been 
sharpening their research 
skills by learning how to 
evaluate websites and 
paraphrase properly to avoid 
plagiarism. Our next focus 
will be on nonfiction books 
and keyboarding. 

 

5th GRADE 

Fifth-graders have been 
blogging about the 2018-19 
Mark Twain Readers Award 
nominees and are practicing 
their keyboarding skills with 
Type to Learn. Up next is a 
unit on smart research 
strategies. 

www.worldbook
online.com/

Login ID: cisk123 
Password: lions 
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- Greetings & Farewells 

- Numbers 

- Shapes & Colors 

- Human Body Parts 

- Feeling Expression 

- Family 

- Chinese Zodiac
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- My Family and Pets  

- Seasons and Weather 

- Proposition 

- Simple Sentences 

Construction

- Seasons and Weather 

- Nationality 

- Proposition 

- Chinese Characters 

- Simple Paragraph 

Construction 

- Chinese Poetry
你好！ 

Hello!

- Seasons and Weather 

- Nationality  

- Proposition 

- Translation 

- Simple Paragraph Construction 

- Chinese Characters 

- Chinese Poetry

Contact: 
Ms. Qian 

qiand@cislions.org



 

Coach Robinson’s PE Plan 

It has been a wonderful start to the school year and I am enjoying getting to know 

your child better. I love the hard work and growth I have already seen in each 

student so far this year! 

I would like to thank you for dressing your child appropriately for PE and making 

sure they have jackets on cooler school days. 

Our daily routine 

Each class begins with students doing our two-minute warm up activity. Second 

quarter warm ups are 30 second stations that the students rotate through. They 

complete an exercise at each station. The exercises for this quarter are: Mountain 

Climbers, Push-Ups, Plank Holds, and Wall-Sit. Following our warm-up the new 

skill and activity is introduced. 

Skills introduced this quarter will be: 

Football, Basketball, and Hockey 



 
Coach Robinson’s PE Plan 

It has been a wonderful start to the school year and I am enjoying getting to know 

your child better. I love the hard work and growth I have already seen in my little 

lions so far this year! 

I would like to thank you for your dressing your child appropriately for P.E., 

making sure they have jackets for cooler days and their athletic shoes. 

Our daily routine 

Each class we start with a fun and active warm-up game to get our hearts 

pumping and moving right away. We follow our warm up with new skill 

instructions, and practice the specific skill in a game. 

Skills that will be introduced in 2nd Quarter will be: 

JK: Parachute games and Rhythm & Dance 

Kindergarten-Second Grade: Focus on Sportsmanship, Parachute games, and 

Rhythm & Dance 
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