
 

 

4 T H  Q U A R T E R  N E W S L E T T E R  

 

Le Français 
Columbia Independent School 

April 1, 2019 

Poisson d’avril 
April 1 is a little different in France.  The way 
people prank each other is to make a paper 
fish and attach it to a person’s back without 
them knowing it.  We made paper fish in 
some classes, but also talked about how 
important to make sure that nothing is done to 
be hurtful or mean.  It is meant to be 
something that is funny for both people.  I 
gave a prize to any student who put a fish on 
someone, and to the person who wore the 
fish, so it was a win-win situation. 



 

 

4 T H  Q U A R T E R  N E W S L E T T E R  

 

1st Grade French 

 

First Grade has learned new 
vocabulary about food.  They 
learned to say if they like 
something or not and what color 
the food is.  They made a picture 
dictionary of their food items. 

 

2nd Grade French 

In Second Grade, students have learned 
zoo animals, how to write them, and 
have made up motions to represent each 
animal.  They have named them, talked 
about what color they are and done 

puzzles and games about zoo 

 

 

1st Grade French 
In First Grade, we learned zoo animals, with motions 
that represented them.  They illustrated a picture 
dictionary of their zoo animals and they are on 
display in Stone Hall.  We are now learning how to 
talk about clothing and writing the words.  

 

2nd Grade French 

3rd Grade French 
Third Grade French learned about places around town.  
We made motions that represented each place and play 
Jacques a Dit (Simon Says) to review the places.  
Students learned to write the words and created a map 
of their own city that was labeled and illustrated.  
These maps are on display in Stone Hall.  In fourth 
quarter, we will learn clothing and body parts.   

 

Second Grade French students learned 
classroom objects and made a picture 
dictionary of classroom objects.  They 
wrote a complete sentence of the object 
with a color and these are on display in 
Stone Hall.  They also learned zoo 
animals, which some students learned last 
year, but is new material to some students.  
They review colors as they practice the 
new words. 

In 3rd Grade, they were learning about 
professions in class, so we learned how to 
say the professions the students were 
interested in and then learned other 
professions in French.  They made up 
motions to represent each profession and 
we wrote them, and played games like 
“Jacques a dit” which is Simon Says in 
French.   

3rd Grade French 
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4th Grade French 

In 4th Grade, they learned about parts of the body in detail.  They wrote 
them, and played games like “Jacques a dit” which is Simon Says in 
French.   In addition, I would describe an alien and they would draw a 
picture of the alien and then have to color it according to my description.  
They also drew their own alien and described it to a partner who would 
then draw what they heard and color it.  It was very fun.  We finished with 
a quiz over a picture of Shrek where they had to label each body part.   
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1st Grade French 
In First Grade, we learned zoo animals, with motions 
that represented them.  They illustrated a picture 
dictionary of their zoo animals and they are on 
display in Stone Hall.  We are now learning how to 
talk about clothing and writing the words.  

 

2nd Grade French 

3rd Grade French 
Third Grade French learned about places around town.  
We made motions that represented each place and play 
Jacques a Dit (Simon Says) to review the places.  
Students learned to write the words and created a map 
of their own city that was labeled and illustrated.  
These maps are on display in Stone Hall.  In fourth 
quarter, we will learn clothing and body parts.   

 

Second Grade French students learned 
classroom objects and made a picture 
dictionary of classroom objects.  They 
wrote a complete sentence of the object 
with a color and these are on display in 
Stone Hall.  They also learned zoo 
animals, which some students learned last 
year, but is new material to some students.  
They review colors as they practice the 
new words. 

5th Grade French 

In Fifth Grade, students have learned places to go in the community.  The 
places are both masculine and feminine, so students have to learn how to 
say to the in many different ways.  In addition, they learned how to talk 
about going themselves as well as other people going to places.  The is the 
conjugation of the verb “aller” with all the pronouns, but the grammar is 
taught in context so they are able to talk about going somewhere with 
someone or that another person goes somewhere.  Great job 5th Grade!  
You are preparing for Middle School! 



 
 

JK-3rd Grade Science with Miss Parks 
 
To wrap up the school year, kindergarten students will study 
plant life cycles in fourth quarter.  The classes will learn what 
plants need to survive as they follow a seed throughout the 
stages of its life. Different types of plants will be studied as we 
discover how life on Earth relies on these organisms in a 
variety of ways. The students will even have a chance to 
grow and care for their own plants in the classroom as well 
as in our school garden! 
 
 
The primary focus in the fourth quarter of first grade will be a study of animal 

habitats.  The students will have the opportunity to host 
a rotting log habitat in their classroom for their 
observation and viewing pleasure!  What a great way 
to observe the decomposition in action and the 
wonders of an ecosystem! In addition, the students will 
study a variety of habitats and how living things, both 
plant and animal, interact with their environment.  
Students will also become familiar with the effect 

human activity has on habitats and the environment.   
 
 
Second grade will end the year with a scientific 
study of dinosaurs and prehistoric life. We will 
collaborate with their classroom teachers as they 
dig deep into the study of one species of dinosaur. 
The students will learn about the lives of these 
amazing extinct creatures and how they relate to 
animals of today. Different perspectives of 
dinosaur extinction will be examined, as well as 
how Earth itself changed during this time in history.  
 
 
	

 
Third Grade - At this grade level, our scientists are studying 
plant growth and development.  They are practicing 
observing, communicating, and measuring each day as 
they maintain a science notebook to record the growth 
and development of their Wisconsin Fast Plants, Each 
student has the opportunity to care for their very own plant 
throughout the unit. Concepts include plant life cycles, 
plant anatomy, plant needs, and pollination.    

 



 

 

  

Lorem Ipsums 

The FIRST GRADE class will be 
studying the following units: Wild 
Animals; My Body; My Clothes; My 
Family Members and My House.   

 
The SECOND GRADE class will be 
studying the following units: The 
Spanish Alphabet; Farm and Wild 
Animals; The Parts of the Human 
Body; Articles of Clothing; My Family 
and My House, and Means of 
Transportation. 

 
The THIRD GRADE class will be 
studying the following units: The 
Spanish Alphabet; Farm and Wild 
Animals; The Parts of the Human 
Body; Articles of Clothing; My Family 
and My House; My Community, 
Sports, and Professions. 

CASCARONES 
 

Cascarones are decorated eggs shells filled with 
confetti.   The best part of the cascarones is finding 
an unsuspecting friend and cracking the confetti-
filled eggs on their head, especially if they don't 
know what's in them or don't know about the 
tradition. 
Some people believe that if you make a wish and 
gently bump the egg before you break it over 
someone's head, that wish will come true. Tradition 
has it though, that cascarones are supposed to 
bring good luck to the person the egg hits. 

The FOURTH GRADE class will be learning, reviewing and expanding their knowledge and Spanish 
language skills from the following units; The Spanish alphabet and spelling; The Parts of the Body / 
Asking and Giving AID, and My Family and My Community. 
 

The FIFTH GRADE class will be learning, reviewing and expanding their knowledge and Spanish 
language skills from the following units; The Human Body and Asking for help and Rendering aid – 
My Personality Traits – My Family And My Community – The Spanish Alphabet, Spelling, and Basic 
Grammar. 

C I S   FOURTH QUARTER     2 0 1 8 - 1 9  

El Boletín de Español 

Spanish Newsletter 
Contact Señora Douce at douced@cislions.org  

 



LS	Art		
Fourth	Quarter	
Newsletter	

	
JK	

								Spring	Time	Landscapes!	

	Carson,	2015	
	

Kindergarten	
Unit	1			Nonobjective	Letter	
Transformations	(cont.)	
Unit	2		Still	Life	Pop-Ups																																

																																			 Alli,	2014	
	

First	Grade	
Unit	1			Ceramic	Cupcakes	

Unit	2			Rain	Sticks	
	

	Tessa,	2017	
				

	
Second	Grade	
Unit	1		Kuna	Molas	

											Unit	2			“Spring	Has	Sprung”	Paper	
Sculptures	

                                    Henley, 2017 and 
		Unit	3		Woven	Pouches	(cont.)	

	
	

	
	
	

Third	Grade	
Unit	1	Ceramic	Coil	Plates	

																														  
					Sara	2018	

Unit	2		“Whose	Shoes?”	Drawings	
Unit	3		Balloons	and	Destinations	
Tessellations	(time	permitting)		

	
Fourth	Grade	

Unit	1			Reduction	Printmaking	(cont.)	

	
Gabriella,	2018	

Unit	2				
Color	Wheel	Circuses		

	
	

Fifth	Grade	
	

                                  
Delaney,	2018	

Unit	1		Ceramic	Bells	(cont.)	
Unit	2			Nonobjective	Drawings	with	Line,	

Shape	and	Value		(cont.)	
Unit		3		Zentangle	Mandelas	(time	

permitting)	
	
	

Don’t	miss	STEAM	Night	
Tuesday	April	9th,	6-8	PM!			



Hager	Science	Happenings	
4th	Quarter	Newsletter	2018-19	

	
4th	Grade	Science:	Human	Respiratory	System	

The	4th	Grade	students	immerse	themselves	in	the	human	respiratory	system	
continuing	the	theme	of	other	human	body	systems	covered	in	previous	grade	
levels.		They	locate	the	major	structures	such	as	the	lungs,	bronchiole	tubes,	
bronchioles,	trachea,	and	diaphragm	muscle.		Respiration	or	the	exchange	of	oxygen	
and	carbon	dioxide	gases	is	covered	in	detail	using	video	aides.		The	circulatory	
system	is	also	reviewed	due	to	its	close	connection	to	the	respiratory	system.		
Students	watch	William	Trubidge	free	dive	without	fins	to	101	meters	at	Dean’s	
Blue	Hole,	Bahamas.		Comparisons	to	other	respiratory	strategies	involving	
arthropods,	fish,	and	amphibians	are	made	periodically	as	a	point	of	reference.	
	

 
 

		
5th	Grade	Science:	Organism	Adaptations	

The	5th	Grade	students	focus	on	what	adaptations	do	for	living	organisms	in	their	
survival.		The	main	types	of	adaptations	include	structural	(body	shape	and	design)	
and	behavioral	(instinctual	and	cognitive	choices).		Adaptations	are	applied	to	
classroom	animals	and	plants.		Highlight	organisms	that	are	discussed	include	
multiple	tarantula	species	and	a	variety	of	lizards.		Students	complete	their	own	
Styrofoam-mounted	insect	collection	and	apply	learned	adaptations	such	as	speed,	
camouflage,	mimicry	and	dietary	diversity	to	the	insects.		
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Looking for 
a fun way to 
encourage 
kids to 
practice 
their typing 
skills? 

Visit the  
Media Center  

on PowerSchool 
Learning 

and click on 
Keyboarding 

lorem 

 
JUNIOR 
KINDERGARTEN 

We are continuing to read 
books that tie in to weekly 
classroom themes. Please stop 
by the library before or after 
school to check out books with 
your child. In kindergarten, 
students will check out during 
library visits. 

 KINDERGARTEN 
Kindergarten students have 
now mastered the 
difference between fiction 
and nonfiction books. We 
are currently reading past 
winners of the Show Me 
Readers Award in 
preparation for first grade. 

 2nd GRADE 
Second-graders are 
discovering the creative and 
technical process that goes 
into making a book. They will 
then create their own books  
by typing poems they have 
written and designing the 
corresponding artwork. 

 

3rd GRADE 

Third-graders are exploring 
the parts of a book and how 
these parts can help them 
with research. We will also be 
discussing the purpose and 
basic format for 
bibliographies. 

 
4th GRADE 

Fourth-graders are learning 
about Internet safety and 
balancing their media time. We 
will wrap up the year with an 
animal research project, 
allowing students to put all  
of their library skills into 
practice. 

 5th GRADE 
Fifth-graders are working to 
market the new Mark Twain 
Readers Award nominees for 
2019-20. They will write a 
book review for the nominee 
and also create a poster in 
Photoshop Elements to 
sharpen both their writing 
and graphic design skills. 
 

 

1st GRADE 
First-graders have just 
begun a unit on 
nonfiction classification. 
Students are learning 
how nonfiction books are 
organized by subject 
and are enjoying stories 
from each Dewey 
Decimal category. 



COLUMB IA  INDEPENDENT  SCHOOL  

2017-2018 Fourth Quarter

MANDARIN  
NEWSLETTER
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Scan Me --> 



MUSIC & DRAMA 
 
 

Here are some highlights for each of the grade levels this quarter: 
 
 
 Junior Kindergarteners are playing a variety of rhythm instruments.  They 

are taking turns being the conductor of the classroom orchestra.   
 
 Kindergarteners will perform their in-class musical called Me and My 

Senses.   
 

First graders will perform their in-class musical called Making Music at 
School.  
  
Second graders will perform their in-class musical called Character 
Matters.  

 
 Third graders will perform their in-class musical called Shakespeare 

Unshackled.  They will also study the life and music of George Gershwin. 
 

Fourth graders will perform their in-class musical called Pirates of 
Grammar Island. They will also study the life and music of The Beatles. 

 
 
 Fifth graders will perform their in-class musical called Good Manners. 

They will also study the life and music of Duke Ellington. 
 

Fourth and Fifth grade Instrumental Music- To wrap up the school year, 
we have been playing a few different songs from a few classic movies. 
Our main focus has been learning chords and playing the progressions 
that occur in our selected songs. We have been using our xylophones, 
metalophones along with BoomWhackers as our main instruments in this 
endeavor. I am very excited at how well the music has come along!  

 
 
 
 



 
 

Batter Up 
Swinging into Spring… I want to thank you again for dressing your child 

appropriate for the days we were able to go outside and making sure they are 

wearing tennis shoes.  

 

The fourth quarter will consist of skill development in the areas of striking 

using a bat, lifetime activities, jumping rope, and review of previous 

concepts such as (kicking, trapping, catching, throwing, vigorous games, and 

personal fitness). 

 

The school year has flown by and I have enjoyed watching your child grow 

this year!  

*Sign your child up for my summer school offering Camp Champs June 10-

14!! 
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