
American Literature for English 11/12  Summer Reading Assignment 2019 

 
1. Required Reading in English 11/12:  The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison  

Please read and annotate with a pen, pencil, or sticky notes. 
We will have a Socratic Seminar on The Bluest Eye in the first 
weeks of school.  
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
For your second book of the summer, choose one novel that is of elevated literary value and reading 
level. I want you to find a novel that really interests you, so do some digging and asking around.  Avoid 
anything too commercial or cheesy like romance novels with Fabio on the cover ;) Feel free to email me 
if you are unsure about your choice. Talking to your local librarian or Mrs. Mudrick is a great place to 
start if you need help finding a novel.  
 
After you read your second pick, create a 2- to 5-minute recording (audio and/or video) in which you 
summarize, analyze and critique your second book. The information you will want to include will be 
plot, character, setting, point of view, conflict, and theme...and then include a little bit about whether 
you liked it or not, and why. 

 
** The recording (audio or video) will be due the first week of school.**  
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How and Why to Annotate A Book:  

Students can easily improve the depth of their reading and extend their understanding over 

long periods of time by developing a systematic form of annotating. Such a system is not 

necessarily difficult and can be completely personal and exceptionally useful.  

 

What the reader gets from annotating is a deeper initial reading and an understanding of the 

text that lasts. You can deliberately engage the author in conversation and questions, maybe 

stopping to argue, pay a compliment, or clarify an important issue—much like having a teacher 

or storyteller with you in the room. If and when you come back to the book, that initial 

interchange is recorded for you, making an excellent and entirely personal study tool.  

Tools: Highlighter, Pencil, (or sticky notes) and Your Own Text 

 

1. Yellow Highlighter 

A yellow highlighter allows you to mark exactly what you are interested in. Equally important, 

the yellow line emphasizes without interfering. Before highlighters, I drew lines under 

important spots in texts, but underlining is laborious and often distracting. Highlighters in blue 

and pink and fluorescent colors are even more distracting. The idea is to see the important text 

more clearly, not give your eyes a psychedelic exercise. While you read, highlight whatever 

seems to be key information. At first, you will probably highlight too little or too much; with 

experience, you will choose more effectively which material to highlight. 

  

2. Pencil 

A pencil is better than a pen because you can make changes. Even geniuses make mistakes, 

temporary comments, and incomplete notes. Use the pencil to indicate purpose of your 

highlighting. While you read, use marginalia—marginal notes—to mark key material. 

Marginalia can include check marks, question marks, stars, arrows, brackets, and written words 

and phrases. Create your own system for marking what is important, interesting, quotable, 

questionable, and so forth. 

 

3. Your Text 

Inside the front cover of your book, keep an orderly, legible list of "key information" with page 

references. You may want to use a sticky note. Key information in a novel might include 

themes; passages that relate to the book's title; characters' names; salient quotes; important 

scenes, passages, and chapters; and maybe key definitions or vocabulary. Remember that key 

information will vary according to genre and the reader's purpose, so make your own good 

plan. You can also use sticky notes to keep track of favorite or important scenes, lines, etc.  
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